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Wadhwani Foundation and Frontier
Markets announce strategic p’ship

New Delhi: Wad-
hwani Foundation
and Wadhwani Cata-
lyst Fund announced a
strategic partnership
with Frontier Markets
to empower and sup-
port up to 10,000 wom-
en in rural India over
two and half years by
helping them to earn
income independently.
Referred to as ‘Saral
Jeevan Sahelis’, these
are local women from
villages who will be
sourced, recruited and
skilled, and then pro-
vided an opportunity

to earn a livelihood.
By enhancing their in-
come opps the objec-
tive of this partner-
ship i1s improve rural
households’ overall
quality and enable in-
vestments in their
children’s future.
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Free Press Gujarat

Wadhwani Foundation and Frontier
Markets announce a strategic partnership

Ahmedabad, Wadhwani by building an army of rural

Foundation and Wadhwani
Catalyst Fund today
announced a strategic
partnership with Frontier
Markets to empower and
support up to 10,000 women
in rural India over two and half
years by helping them to earn
income independently.
Speaking on the funding
closure, Sanjay Shah, Chief

ing Officer, Wadhwani
Foundation - India/SEA,said,
"Wadhwani Foundationis
excited to partner with Frontier
Markets. From selling only
clean energy and agn products
in 2011, they have managed
to add multiple categories,
incduding consumer durables
products and essential
services, by leveraging their
social commerce platform and
by simply listening to the pulse
of rural consumers. Frontier
Markets is changing the way
villages buy products and
services,and the way business
Is done across the hinterland

women salesforce (or Sahelis),
armed with smartphones and
deep consumer insight. They
are driving change, creating
an impact while managing to
make money and profits. We
certainly look forward to
leveraging the Wadhwani
ecosystem to help them grow
their network and touch more
lives.” Ajaita Shah, Founder
and CEO, Frontier Markets,
said, "We are extremely
excited about partnering with
Wadhwani Foundation and
the Wadhwani Catalyst Fund
as they validate our mantra
that investing in rural women
Is smart business and the key
to driving SDG goals at scale.
This partnership also
becomes one of the first to
showcase how blended
capital can be leveraged
to support social businesses
and help drive accelerated
scale.” (19-10)
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Bureau Sandesh | Jaipur
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Dainik Dhola Maru | Jaipur
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Dainik Navyatan | Jaipur
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The Public Side | Jaipur
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WadhwaniFoundation &
Frontier Markets announce

strategic partnership
Toempowerupto10,000womenofruralindia

EOI CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA, NOV 10/--/
Wadhwani Foundation
and Wadhwani Catalvst
Fund today announced a
strategic partnership
with Frontier Markets to
empower and support up
to 10,000 women in rural
India over two and half
vears by helping them to
earn income
independently.

Referred to as 'Saral
Jeevan Sahelis’, these are
local women from
villages who will be
sourced, recruited and
skilled, and then provided
an opportunity to earn a
livelihood. Sahelis are an
integral influencer in
rural communities,
especially their villages.
S0, by enhancing their
income opportunities,
the objective of the
Wadhwani Foundation
and Frontier Markets is
to improve rural

overall
enable
their

households'
guality and
investments in
children's future.
Rural women crave
for sustainable
livelihoods, but
consistent opportunities
for them are few and far,
To fulfil their mission of

empowering Sahelis,
Frontier Markets to
expand to new

geographies (from the
current 2to 7 states),
make a significant
investment in their tech
platform and add new
Sahelis as they move to
new geographies. The
long-term objective is to
catalyze the achievement
of boarding thousands of
Sahelis in 5-6 vears.
This funding is in
sync with the mission of
the Wadhwani Catalvst
Fund of amplifyving
impact through catalytic
funding aimed at large-
scale job ereation. This

partnership endeavors to
grow the income of
Sahelis to Rs.7.000-
10,000/ month so that
they can lead an
independent and
dignified life. In the rural
areas, this is a significant
additional income for a
familwv.

Speaking on the
funding closure, Sanjay
Shah, Chief Operating

Officer, Wadhwani
Foundation - India/SEA,
said, "Wadhwani

Foundation is excited to
partner with Frontier
Markets. From selling
only clean energy and agri
products in 2011, they
have managed to add
multiple categories,
including consumer
durables products and
essential services, by
leveraging their social
commerce platform and
by simply listening to the
pulse of rural
CONsSumers. Frontier

Markets is changing the
way villages buy
products and services,
and the way business is
done ACrOS8s the
hinterland by building an
army of rural women
sales force (or Sahelis),
armed with smartphones

and deep consumer
insight..”

Ajaita Shah, Founder
and CEO, Frontier

Markets, said, "We are
extremely excited about

partnering with
Wadhwani Foundation
and the Wadhwani

Catalyvst Fund as they
validate our mantra that
investing in rural women
is smart business and the
key to driving SDG goals
at scale. This partnership
also becomes one of the
first to showcase how
blended capital can be
leveraged to support
social businesses and
help drive accelerated
scale.”
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Makmg ruralwomen fmanclallymdependent

Frontier Markels has
been working with rural
women (or Sahelis) to he-
come entreprensurs. They
are provided with vernacy-
lar mobile e-commerce app
and Fromtier Markeis sup-
ports them with sales and
marketing incpertise.

As partal the
‘Saral Jeevan Sahelis’,
women [rom villages will I
bee pravided with skill and  in villages, the for
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HosaDigantha | Bengaluru
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Dainik Adhikar | Jaipur
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Rajasthna Patrika | Jaipur
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Rajasthan Patrika
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Rakhewal
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Prabhurastra
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The Statesman | Bhubaneswar

Wadhwani initiative: Wad-
hwani Foundation and
Wadhwani Catalyst Fund
on Friday announced a
strategic partnership with
Frontier Markets to
empower and support up
to 10,000 women in rural
India over two and half
yvears by helping them to
earn income independent-
ly. Referred to as "Saral
Jeevan Sahelis”, these are
local women from villages
who will be sourced,
recruited and skilled, and
then provided an opportu-
nity to earn a livelinood,
said a Press release from
the company. SNS
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The Statesman | Delhi

Wadhwani initiative: Wad-
hwani Foundation and

Wadhwani Catalyst Fund
on Friday announced a
strategic partnership with
Frontier Markets to
empower and support up
to 10,000 women in rural
India over two and half
vears by helping them to
earn income independent-
ly. Referred to as "Saral

Jeevan Sahelis", these are
local women from villages

who will be sourced,
recruited and skilled, and
then provided an opportu-
nity to earn a livelinood,
said a Press release from
the company. SNS
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The Statesman | Kolkata

Wadhwani initiative: Wad-
hwani Foundation and

Wadhwani Catalyst Fund
on Friday announced a
strategic partnership with
Frontier Markets to
empower and support up
to 10,000 women in rural
India over two and half
yvears by helping them to
earn income independent-
ly. Referred to as "Saral

Jeevan Sahelis”, these are
local women from villages

who will be sourced,
recruited and skilled, and
then provided an opportu-
nity to earn a ivelihood,
said a Press release from
the company. SNS
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The Statesman | Siliguri

Wadhwani initiative: Wad-
hwani Foundation and

Wadhwani Catalyst Fund
on Friday announced a
strategic partnership with
Frontier Markets to
empower and support up
to 10,000 women in rural
India over two and half
yvears by helping them to
earn income independent-
ly. Referred to as "Saral

Jeevan Sahelis”, these are
local women from villages

who will be sourced,
recruited and skilled, and
then provided an opportu-
nity to earn a livelinood,
said a Press release from
the company. SNS
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